A forced-choice paired-comparison test containing 252 items was presented to eight subjects. Each item consisted of two geometric figures chosen systematically from a sample of four ellipses and four triangles. The subjects (six female and two male adults who spoke only English) were asked to decide which of the two figures went best with a monosyllabic nonsense sound presented on audio tape. The results showed a striking orderliness. There was consistency within and between subjects in their ability to match sounds to figures. The existence.of the phenomenon of "phonetic symbolise in adult native speakers of English was supported. (Author/DO) 
A forced-choice paired-comparison test containing 252 items was presented to eight subjects. Each item consisted of two geometric figures chosen systematically from a sample of four ellipses and four triangles. The subjects (six female and two male adults who spoke only English) were asked to decide which of the two figures went best with a monosyllabic nonsense sound presented on audio tape. The results showed a striking orderliness. There was consistency within and between subjects in their ability to match sounds to figures. The existence.of the phenomenon of "phonetic symbolise in adult native speakers of English was supported. 
37?--/7i1
A forced-choice paired-comparison test containing 252 items was presented to 8 Ss. Each item consisted of 2 geometric figures chosen systematically from a sample of 4 circles and 4 triangles. Ss were asked to decide which of the 2 figures went best with a monosyllabic nonsense sound presented on audio tape.
The results showed a striking orderliness. There was consistency within and between Ss in their ability to match sounds to figures. The existence of the phenomenon "phonetic symbolism" in adult native speakers of English was supported.
For many years, various investigators have attempted to determine whether there is evidence for the phenomenon known as "phonetic symbolism."
Previous work has been done with both natural and artificial languages, most notably by Sapir (1929 ), Newman (1933 ), Jespersen (1922 ), Brown, Black, and Horowitz (1955 ), and Taylor and Taylor (1962 . Thus far, the evidence for phonetic symbolism has been inconclusive.
In the present study, an attempt was made to determine whether adult native speakers of English can agree upon the choice of phonetic labels for visually presented geometric figures.
Procedure
Six female and two male adults, who spoke only English, served as Ss. The figures were arbitrarily chosen in an attempt to represent what are often referred to as "round," "sharp," "large," and "small", etc. sounds
The triangle and the ellipse seemed to be the simplest figures exhibiting these qualities. The experiment has since been repeated and from preliminary analyses it would appear that the results are the same as those reported here.
Two types of research are now being conducted to see if the effects observed in this study are universal. One approach is cross-cultural.
Monolingual French adults and children have been given the same task as Ss in this study and the data are now being analyzed. In addition, steps are being taken to conduct the experiment with Indian, Georgian, and Japanese Ss. The second approach is developmental, and to this end the experiment will be conducted on American children of various ages as well as on children from other cultures.
Thereafter, the effect of the method used will be examined by running the study in various ways, for example by forcing Ss to ilroduce the monosyllable vocally and by reversing the forced-choice situation so that Ss must decide which of two syllables best fits a particular figure. Finally, an attempt should be made to design the figures so that they vary continuously from triangle to ellipse while their area remains constant. Canadian Journal of Psychology, 1962, 16, 344-356 . 252 (28 x 9) trials per subject 8 subjects Cl. 
